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ON March 5th, Commissioner Shields terminated the picture smuggling case of the United States against L. de B. Spiridon, in favor 
of the defendant. The unsupported testimony of an informer who admitted that he had a grudge to work out was all that the 
Treasury Department had to offer after all the hullabaloo its agents made in and out of print. Immediately after the case was decided 
in his favor, the accused dealer circulated to the press a signed statement which embodied a clear summary of the case from his own 
standpoint. His statement is as follows : 



In January last I was notified at ray place of business in this city 
that certain pictures which I had sold to a gentleman of this State, 
and which were his property, had been seized at a public sales gal- 
lery, on the ground that in importing them I had been guilty of the 
act of defrauding the revenue by bringing them into this port in eva- 
sion of the duty on works of art. While I was voluntarily endeavor- 
ing to protect the owner of the pictures in the possession of his prop- 
erty by investigating this matter, I learned that a general charge had 
been made against me; that in my capacity as dealer in works of art 
and expert in the same I had, in the year 1887, introduced into this 
country, by an evasion of the customs laws, some thirty paintings by 
foreign artists. As I had done no such thing, I naturally and 
promptly invited a searching investigation, and placed all the infor- 
mation in my possession, or within my possibility of inquiry, in the 
possession of the Government. In doing this I learned that the Gov- 
ernment's case was based entirely upon the evidence of an informer, 
one Noel Kentish, once in my employ, from whom the charges against 
me had been obtained by the Treasury inspectors, and upon whose 
allegations, unsupported by any other evidence, they proceeded 
against me. 

. To explain my position in this case clearly, it is necessary for me 
to detail certain facts. 

Shortly after my arrival in this country in 1882, I made the acquain- 
tance of Mr. H. B. Sheridan. Mr. Sheridan was an Englishman. He 
was the President of the Sheridan Electric Light Company, whose 
offices were in Jane street in this city. . He also speculated in buying 
and selling pictures. I purchased a number of pictures from him, and 
we mutually had pictures in auction sales at the same time. I now 
hold his balance sheet receipt for our transactions up to March 30, 
1883, receipted and attested by his then secretary, Mr. Falk, for 



picture transactions between us. ' To this balance sheet, Mr. Falk, 
who is now the Superintendent of Cartage in the fifth division of the 
New York Custom House, positively swore before Commissioner 
Shields in my case. 

I purchased a number of pictures from Mr. Sheridan at various 
periods later, for all of which I hold his guarantee and receipt. 
Among the works which I purchased from him, and for which I hold 
his guarantee and receipt of January 16, 1884, was one by Fortuny, 
called " The Italian Orange Seller;" two by Losik, one of which was 
entitled "The Whisper of Love;" three by Isabey,- one being "A 
Marine on the Coast of Normandy," and four marines by Ling. These 
pictures were in my possession in January, 1884. 

They were part of a considerable number which I purchased from 
Mr. Sheridan and paid him for at that date. These pictures were 
offered for sale by auction, the Fortuny at Barker & Co.'s, in Feb- 
ruary, 1886, and the Losik at the same house in March, 1887. These 
were the principal pictures which I was accused of smuggling into 
this port in August, 1887, nearly six months after the last-named had 
been offered for sale by me, and three years after they had been pur- 
chased by me in this city. 

About 1884 I met a man in this city named Noel Kentish. He was 
a writer of tablets for paintings. He appeared to be an agreeable 
man, and professed to be poor. I gave him a great deal of work to do 
in the way of making tablets for my pictures, and, as he professed, to 
be able to sell pictures himself, in 1887, when I went to Europe, I in- 
trusted him with the* agency of my business here, with the under- 
standing that I was to provide all expenses and pay him one-half the 
profits. He continued to manufacture tablets for me, and previous to 
my departure for Europe, in 1887, I arranged to secure for him an 
invoice of Florentine frames, statuary, and similar objects, for which 
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he stated that he had a certain market here. Previous to this, as his 
bills in nay possession show, he had made tablets for the pictures by 
Ling, Isabey and Losik, which he charges me with smuggling in when 
I returned several months later. 

To further establish his deliberate perjury in the matter, the office 
records, receipts and direct testimony of Mr. Hoffman, a manufac- 
turer of picture frame mouldings in this city, and Mr. Noble, my 
gilder, show that these pictures were framed and the frames gilt in 
1886. Another witness, Mr. Landesburg, was able positively to 
testify that he photographed, in May, 1887, in the establishment of 
Mr. Gubelman, of Jersey City, of which he was the manager, the 
pictures by Losik and Fortuny, which the informer Kentish claimed 
were part of the thirty which I smuggled in by the French steamer on 
August 15 of the same year. 

During my sojourn in Europe in 1887 I made no purchases of pic- 
tures. I purchased the statuary and frames agreed upon with 
Kentish, and. these were regularly invoiced to New York The death 
■of the head of my family at that time rendered me indifferent to'busi- 
ness, and after visiting Italy and my brothers in Paris, I returned to 
New York, bringing no pictures with me. The informer Kentish, 
under my authority as qualified agent only during my absence from 
America, had rented a storeroom and office at 30 West Twenty-third 
street, this city, during my absence. From here he had sent a num- 
ber of pictures to be boxed for shipment to the exposition at Minne- 
apolis, where I had charge of the Italian department of the fine arts. 
These pictures included those which the informer Kentish selected as 
being chief examples of the lot which I smuggled in on August 15. 
As a matter of fact, absolutely proved by the evidence of my gilder 
and the shipping agent, these pictures which I was charged with hav- 
ing surreptitiously brought ashore from the steamer on my return 
were in the hands of reputable and credible business men in this city 
while I was yet in Europe. 

When I returned to New York from Minneapolis, at the close of the 
exposition, the matter of a business settlement between the informer 
Kentish and myself came up. He then, to my* amazement, brought 
forward a series of the most exorbitant, unnecessary and outrageous 
expense charges, together with a charge of $100 a week salary to him- 
self. Our contract had involved no extraordinary expenses without 
authority from me, and no allowance of salary, the risk of the busi- 
ness being all mine, and half the profit he could make the business 



return as active qualified agent, his. I refused to accept this account- 
ing, and terminated our business relations immediately. He entered 
suit against me for the amount of the entire accounting, which ended 
in a judgment in my favor, wliich is yet unpaid. This absolutely 
ended my business connection with him, and he, being deprived of a 
source of profit from me, has ever since exhibited the most malignant 
animosity toward me. There is no question in my mind that these 
entire proceedings originated out of his personal feeling, with a possi- 
ble consideration of the prospective profit which accrues to the in- 
former, even if his victim is an innocent man and mulcted by perjury. 

That such a feeling dictated his action was conclusively demon- 
strated by his own evidence before Commissioner Shields. He not 
only admitted under examination that be desired to injure and, if 
possible, ruin me, but he further allowed that he had visited the 
house of a lady, from whom I had at one time rented apartments, and 
offered her a large pecuniary consideration if she would render cer- 
tain false testimony in favor of his criminal persecution of myself. 
During the period of my residence in the house of this lady, a great 
many pictures belonging to me were delivered there by Custom House 
trucks and temporarily stored, so that I 'might conveniently classify 
them and order the frames for them. This lady, in her testimony 
before the Commissioner, absolutely denied the statements made by 
the informer Kentish that she had ever held improper relations, as he 
basely alleged, with me, or any relations excepting those of a gentle- 
man and lady, and she positively and beyond refutation identified the 
pictures specially named, which I was accused by the informer Kent- 
ish of having smuggled into New York on August 15, 1887, as having 
been at her house since 1884. 

The informer Kentish accuses me of having forged an inscription 
and signature on a picture by Fortuny, called ''The Orange Seller." 
He states, in his perjured testimony before the United States Com- 
missioner, that I performed this criminal operation under his own 
eyes at Pellegrini's Hotel, at Fourteenth street and Irving place, on 
the night of August 15, 1887, and that this picture was one which I 
had smuggled ashore that day. As my receipts will show, and the 
catalogues of exhibitions will also show, this picture has been In 
my possession for over three years, signed and inscribed as it is now. 
A photograph taken of it, by absolute record over three months before 
the day when I am charged by the informer Kentish with having per- 
formed this nefarious act, reveals the signature as it stands to-day. 
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It appears to me that premeditated perjury for a malicious purpose, 
such as this is, comes within the purvey of the law, and I propose to 
find out if it does. Now that I have been vindicated by the United 
States Government of charges which have made me the victim of an 
outrage for personal spite, I propose to compel the informer Kentish 
to either prove what he has charged against me or suffer in common 
with his fellow conspirators, whoever they' may be, the penalty which 
justice imposes upon those who pervert her machinery to the venal 
and malignant uses of blackmail and extortion. 

L. de B. Spiridon. 



The sale of the Emery Collection produced over $7,000. The prices of 
desirable objects ruled irom . fair to high. As a general thing it may be 
said that the sale was a decided success. No little of - this result was due 
to the efforts of Mr. Robert Fullerton, of the Old Curiosity Shop, who 
created among his many customers an active interest in the sale, and to the 
skill with which Mr. Silo, the auctioneer, handled the material in bis hands. 

* * * 

The notorious boorishness, to give it no severer title, of the petty Jacks in 
Office of the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts has cost that institution a 
valuable bequest. Mrs. Anna Wilstach, who died a short time ago, left a col- 
lection of modern French paintings which the Academy had always expected 
it would inherit upon her death. But because the officials of the Academy 



once failed to treat her with proper deference — she has bequeathed the pic- 
tures to Memorial Hall, in Fairmount Park. The collection is valued at 
$200,000. It was formed in 1868, 1869 and 1870 by Mrs. Wilstach's husband, 
who took the late Robert Wylie, a Philadelphia artist, abroad with him as 
an adviser and bought some of the " sensations" of the salons of those 
years. The principal artists in the collection named by the Philadephia 
press are Zamacois, Vollon, Gerome, Diaz, Rousseau, Alfred Stevens, Corot, 
Daubigny, Breton, Fromentin and Cabanel. Mr. Wilstach bought also 
Munkacsy's " Last Day of the Condemned," the first picture by this artist 
to gain notoriety. He bought it in 1870, and used to be much praised for 
having had the courage to take up a man who was then unknown. 

New designs being wanted for British coins, namely, for the sovereign, 
half-sovereign, crown, half-crown, florin and shilling, a number of artists of 
note were selected. Armistead, Birch, Brock, Thornycroft, Poynter and 
Ford sent in designs. Designs by several hands were accepted. The in- 
telligence shown by the British authorities puts our own mint masters and 
legislators to shame. Our new silver pieces have heads on them which are 
of indeterminate sex, neither male nor female, and these heads are so small 
in brain space that the contour of the cranium may well have been studied 
in Washington from those who had most to do with the matter. The new 
American eagle on these coins is no improvement on the old one, but the 
reverse. 
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